
Waterproof zips access air vents

One pocket lining came unstitched

Poppers adjust forearm fit

Gore-Tex Pro stops rain soaking into kit

Light and supple 
yet fully waterproof 
and with high levels 
of protection  

Dane Nimbus jacket £874.99
https://daneclothing.uk
New for 2018, this is the most comprehensively 
impressive textile jacket I’ve worn in almost 20 
years of riding. It feels reassuringly solid and 
substantial, with large panels of tough Armacor 
fabric over the shoulders and forearms, plus 
Level-2 back, shoulder and elbow armour. All that, 
yet it’s not stiff or heavy either.

The Nimbus has a Gore-Tex Pro laminated outer 
shell, which means rain runs straight off rather 
than soaking into the fabric before meeting the 
waterproof barrier, as in kit with the regular 
Gore-Tex membrane. Not only do I stay totally dry, 
but also the jacket never gets heavy, never saps 
warmth from me and it dries out quickly.

There’s loads to adjust: a zip-off rain collar; 
elasticated bicep and forearm adjusters; internal 
and external waist adjusters; double cuffs; a 
removable thermal layer with neat colour-coded 
clips to help fit it; and large waterproof zipped 
vents on the arms and chest for summer use.

Gripes? The front pockets are small and the 
internal lining tore out from one of them — this 
would be fixed under Dane’s two-year warranty. 
At £875 it’s also not cheap — though that’s £175 
less than Rukka’s Arma-T. But for high-mileage, 
all-year riders, I’m convinced Gore-Tex Pro is an 
investment worth paying for. MARTIN FITZ-GIBBONS

Dane Lyngby Air trousers £529.99
https://daneclothing.uk
A match for the Nimbus jacket in fit, function and 
features. They too use a Gore-Tex Pro laminate for 
faultless waterproofing, with Armacor panels for 
durability and abrasion resistance and feature 
large vents behind weatherproof zips for summer 
airflow. There’s CE level 2 knee armour (hip 
protectors are a £15.99 extra), an easily removed 
thermal lining and pockets that are a bit too small. 
There are small leather patches on the bum and 
inside of the knees. Two details I love: the brilliant 
magnetic-hook waist fastening, which almost 
closes itself; and the slightly stretchy panels 
behind the knees and below the waist that help 
give a great fit. These aren’t cheap – but are less 
than Rukka’s £750 Arma-T trousers. Together the 
Nimbus and Lyngby Air are more than £1400 — but 
ride 5000 miles a year for ten years and that’s less 
than 3p a mile for ultra-premium clothing. MFG
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PRODUCTS  

 Webbing loops 
- fitted under the 
seat or to a rack 
(as here) – are left 
on the bike when 
the bag’s removed 

 Tailpack uses 
hooks to attach 
to loops, with 
straps tightened 
to secure the bag

Harley-Davidson 115th Anniversary Eagle leather Jacket £491.08
https://motorclothes.harley-davidson.eu

A CLASSY, CLASSICALLY 
styled jacket made of buffalo 
leather in large panels, with CE 
Level-1 armour in the quilted 
shoulders and elbows plus a 
pocket to add a back 
protector. It’s chunky and 
reassuringly substantial, 
though the leather is beautifully 
soft and supple. There’s a 
warm but removable thermal 
liner to make it practical for 
more than just sunny days. 

The Harley branding is subtle 
and there are four pockets on 
the outside, with more inside. 
The zips are metal but well 
covered by the leather, with 
chunky pulls — though the  
ones at the wrist swing 
annoyingly unless you wear 
your gloves over them. 

There are poppers at the 
wrist, but they seem cosmetic 
rather than for adjustment and 
the same goes for the neck. 
There is a wind-beating placket 
behind the main zip but it’s 
fabric rather than leather. 
Despite these tiny niggles,  
it is a lovely jacket. SW

Kriega US20 £99
www.kriega.com

I’VE USED A Kriega US20 for years and 
swear by it. But this is the ‘new’ version 
— actually introduced a few years ago — 
that uses metal quick-release hooks to 
attach to webbing loops you fit to the bike. 
On many bikes, the loops are attached to 
the rear subframe with just the loop 
poking out from under the rear seat, but 
I’ve fitted them to the rack of the Triumph 
Tiger 1200. Much more efficient than 
leaving the whole clip-on strap threaded 
through, as I had to with my ‘old’ US20. 

Apart from the fixing system, the bag is 
basically identical: there are two zipped 
pockets on the exterior (a water-resistant 
one on the top, a mesh-faced one on the 
base) plus the waterproof, roll-close main 
compartment that holds up to 20 litres of 
stuff. Tightening the fixing straps down 
keeps it all secure even when not fully 
packed. There’s a shoulder strap to carry 
it around off the bike, plus a waist belt if 
you decide to wear it as a courier bag 
rather than use it as a tailpack. But I use  
it as a tailpack — it’s brilliant. SIMON WEIR

In search of Greener 
Grass £17.99 (uk)
www.grahamfield.co.uk

YOU MIGHT HAVE heard of 
Graham Field before — he’s 
written three inspiring and 
engaging books chronicling his 
travels around the world. This 
is the audio version of his first 
book, covering a low-budget 
trip to Mongolia and back. He 
has a great starting point - 
using the winnings from a  
TV game show to buy an old 
KLR650 from eBay and just 
setting off into the blue - and 
builds on it nicely, blending 
standard travelogue fare with 
musings on life, the universe 
and everything. He’s a natural 
storyteller, so if you like 
audiobooks, and stories  
of travel, this is well worth  
a listen. KEV RAYMOND

QUICK  
KIT TESTS

Harley jacket is 
great both on and 

off the bike  




